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dividual who was not consuming, in addition to his
ration, at least three times as much food bought on
the outside, and the well-to-do people not infrequently
did not even bother to draw their rations. In the
cold, clear, statistical eye of the government this
additional food did not exist, because it was not on
their ledgers.
Coining back to the field of labour, statistics here
are equally useless, except as affording material for
the compiling of startling tabulations on the state
of the nation. New York, beginning about 1915,
developed an uncontrollable desire for social work
and an equally uncontrollable desire that each bit
of work should start with a comprehensive census.
Somebody wanted to take up farm labour in a serious
way and of course they began with a census. They
delegated the school teachers all over the state to
discover from the farmers of their districts how many
hired men would be required during the year. The
farmers, since it did not cost anything to hire a man
mentally, were liberal in their estimates. A farmer
who had been accustomed to getting along with one
additional man thought that he could use three in
the spring, four in the harvest, and perhaps two in
the fall. Thus he put down that he needed nine men.